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Section1History

TheMaraviKingdom
TheearliestrecordedsettlersintheNyasaregionarethoseoftheMaraviConfederacy.

Establishedabout1480byBantu-speakingtribes,andlastingintothe18thcentury,the

confederacydominatedtheregionwestfrom thegreatlaketotheLuangwaRiver,south

totheZambeziandeasttothecoast.Duringthe18thcentury,thistribalkingdom ofthe

MaravipeoplelostitsunityundertheinfluenceofArabmerchantscomingfrom theeast.

Localchieftainsmadetheirownprofitablealliancesinthefast-growingivoryandslave

trade.AndtheYaopeople,livingsouthandeastofLakeNyasa,begantothreatenthe

Maraviasintermediariesbetweentheinsideandthecoastalmarkets.

BritishInvolvement
SlaverywasthequestionthatfocusedWesterninterestonthesepartsofAfricafrom the

middle ofthe 19th century on.Centered on whathe had seen along the Zambezi,

Livingstone,whostartedananti-slaverycampaign,reachedLakeNyasain1858.In1876

ScottishmissionariesfoundedBlantyre(namedafterthebirthplaceofLivingstoneand



now oneofMalawi'slargesttowns)asabase from whichto combatslavery.A key

elementofLivingstone'sagendawastoestablishfairtradetoreplacetheexistingslave-

derived income.So soon afterthe missionarieswere pursued by an African Lakes

Company,sponsoredinScotland.Boththemissionariesandthecompany'semployees

foundthemselvesinfrequentconflictwiththeslavetraders.Theirdifficultiespromptthe

appointment,in1883,ofaBritishconsultothearea.Hewasaccredited,grandioselybut

vaguely,to 'the kingsand chiefsofcentralAfrica'.And there wasalready a British

presence in the area surrounding Lake Nyasa in 1890,when CecilRhodesmade his

alliance withLewanikafurtherto the west.Incomparison,Germancolonistsinthese

areaswere the settlerssentbyRhodesto present-dayZimbabwe and Zambia.That

differenceinfluencedBritishpolicydirectly.In1891charterswereissuedtotheRhodesian

CorporationtomanageRhodesia(Zimbabwe)andNorthernRhodesia(Zambia).Inthe

same year,however,the British government assumed fullresponsibility for the

governanceoftoday'sMalawi–recognizedastheBritishCentralAfricanProtectorate

from 1893andNyasalandfrom 1907.

Nyasaland hardly prospered overthe nexthalf-century.Mosttravelto neighboring

countriesinsearchofjobs,withjobinshortsupplytotheAfricanpopulation.Theview

establishedingovernmentalcirclesthattheeconomyofNyasalandwouldprosperonly

insomesortofcloserunionwithitstwocolonialneighbors.Throughoutthe1950sthere

wasconsiderabledebateaboutthepoliticalprospectsofthesenearbyAfricancolonies.

TheRhodesianandNorthernRhodesianEuropeansexpectedthattheywouldsooneror

laterunitetocreateanew unitedgovernment.From thepointofview oftheBritish

Government,geographyandeconomicshaveproposedthatNyasalandwouldalso be

concerned.Butanysuch policywasresisted bythe Africans,particularlyinNorthern

Rhodesiaand Nyasaland with theirsmallEuropean populations.To Africanshere the

dangerofunionwasobvious.Theywould be overshadowed bythe strong European

cultureofRhodesia,postponingperhapsindefinitelytheidealofindependenceunder

blackmajorityrule.

Confederation
In1953theBritishgovernmentintroducedanuncomfortableagreementintheform of

theUnionofRhodesiaandNyasaland,facedwithcompetingdemandsandconsciousof

itsresponsibilityforNyasalandaswellasthetwoRhodesia.Thiswastobeanationof

self-governance,withitsownparliamentandPrimeMinister(firstLordMalvern,then

PrinceWelenskyfrom 1956).Theintentionwastoderivethegreatesteconomicbenefit

from thelargerunitwhileminimizingpoliticaltensionbetweenthethreepartsofthe

federation,eachofwhichretaineditsexistinglocalgovernment.Thefederatedcolonies

wereatdifferingstagesintheirpoliticaldevelopment.Alltheyhadincommonwasan

almostcomplete absence ofany African voice in the politicalprocess.Overthree

decadesRhodesia had become a colony with self-governance butwith no African

suffrage.NorthernRhodesiahadaLegislativeCouncilreservedforAfricanmemberswith

(1948)twoseats.TherewerenoAfricansonthelegislativecouncilofNyasalandatthe



timeoffederation.Twoyearslater,in1955,fiveRepresentativeswereelected.

Theintendedeconomicbenefitsmaterializedduringtheearlyyearsofthefederation,

helped byaworld rise incopperprices,butthiswasnotenoughto stifle increasing

politicalunrestparticularlyasBritish colonieselsewhere in Africawon independence

(beginningwithGhanain1957).

AfricanlawmakersinNorthernRhodesiaandNyasalandgainedgreaterinfluenceintheir

LegislativeCouncilsintheearly1960's.Thedesiretobreaktheunionrose.InMarch1963

the British governmenteventually admitted thatthe three territorieswere seeking

independencebythistime.On31December1963theunionofficiallydisbanded.

Stepstoindependence
InNyasaland,theyearsjustbeforeindependencehadseenthefirststirringsofAfrican

nationalism.Acoalitionofpoliticians,includingapsychiatrist,HastingsBanda,spokeout

againstthethreecoloniesbeingsuggestedtojointogether.Nevertheless,asitdidarise,

BandawentoverseastopracticemedicineinGhanain1953.Yethiscolleaguesapplied

pressure on him to return.He did so in 1958,becoming presidentofthe Nyasaland

AfricanCongress.Inthispositionheledanincreasinglystridentcampaignagainstthe

federation.In1959theresultingdisturbanceswerefollowedbyastateofemergencyand

Banda'sarrest.

Releasedin1960,BandawasinterestedindebatesonconstitutionalchangeinTanzania.

Wehavereachedaconsensus.NyasalandwasintheUnionbutAfricansshouldhavea

majority in the NationalAssembly ofthe Colony.Banda joined the governmentas

ministerin1961andbecameprimeministerinFebruary1963,tenmonthsbeforethe

breakup ofthe federation,when Nyasaland wasgiven internalself-rule.Nyasaland

becameindependentinJuly1964,takingthenameMalawi.Bandaretainedhispostas

primeminister.

Independence
Banda entered the governmentasa ministerin 1961and became prime ministerin

February 1963 when Nyasaland wasgiven internalself-rule,ten monthsbefore the

breakupoftheunion.Withinmonthsofindependence,mostmembersofhiscabinet

resigned-partlyonthisissue and partlyinprotestagainstBanda'sautocraticstyle of

governmentfrom theoutset.Thereislittlethatwillimproveineitherwayovertheyears.

Two ofhisex-ministerswaged arevoltagainsthim in1965.Itcollapsed,and Banda

turnedMalawiintoarepublicwithhimselfaspresidentthefollowingyear-apostwhich

heassumedforlifein1971.Heruledthenationasaone-partydictatorship,withanyone

showingsignsofdissatisfactionwithhispoliciesbeingferociouslyprosecuted.Leadersof

theMCP(MalawiCongressParty)votedforparliamentinannualelections,butundera

constitutionalamendmentin1981,thepresidentnominatedasmanyparliamentariansas

he desired.The unusually poorvoterturn-outin 1992 coincided with demand from

foreignloaninstitutionstobringaboutmultipartydemocracy.Thefinaloutcomeisnew

electionsin1994,despiteheavyresistancefrom BandaandhisMCP.

The keyopposition presidentialcandidate,BakiliMuluzi,hasbeen elected,following



recordedviolenceandharassmentbytheMCP.Itsparty,theUnifiedDemocraticFront,

alsohadthehighestnumberofparliamentaryseats.In1995Bandawasarrestedandwas

chargedwiththemurder,tenyearspreviously,ofthreeformercabinetcolleagues.He

wasacquittedanddiedinretirement,in1997,attheageofninety-five.PresidentMuluzi

madesignificantprogressinimprovingMalawi'seconomyinthesecondhalfofthe1990s,

especiallywithregardto reducing inflation.Thishasintroduced much-neededglobal

investmentandaidincrease.

Section2 Geography

TheRepublicofMalawiisalandlockedcountrypreviouslyknownasNyasalandinsouth-

easternAfrica.ThisisborderedbywestZambia,northandnorth-eastTanzania,andeast,

southandsouth-westMozambique.Malawispansover118,484km2(45,747sqmi)and

hasanestimatedpopulationof18,143,217(asofJuly2018).LakeMalawicoversarounda

tenthoftheterritoryofMalawi.ItscapitalisLilongwe,nowthelargestcityinMalawi;the

secondlargestisBlantyre,thethirdlargestisMzuzu,andthefourthlargestisZomba,its

formercapital.ThenameMalawicomesfrom theMaravi,anoldnameoftheNyanja

peoplethatinhabitthearea.Thenationisdubbed"Africa'sWarm Heart,"becauseofthe

people'sfriendliness.Malawiisconnectedbyrailto theportsofNacalaandBeirain

Mozambique.Itrangesbetween9°and18°Slatitudesand32°and36°Elongitudes.

TheGreatRiftValleypassesfrom northtosouthacrossthecountry.LakeMalawilies

withintheriftvalley,constitutingmorethanthreequartersoftheeasternboundaryof

Malawi.From thesouthernendofthelaketheShireRiverflowsdowntheriftvalleyto

jointheZambeziRiverinMozambiquefarthersouth.IntheeastandwestoftheRift

Valleylayplateauxandmountains.TheNyikaPlateausitsinthenorthofthecountryto

thewestofLakeMalawi.TheShireHighlandsaresituatedinsouthMalawi,eastoftherift

valleyandtheShireRiverandsouthofLakeMalawi.ThemountaintopsofZombaand

Mulanjeclimbfrom thehighlandsto 7,000and10,000feet(2,134and3,048metres)

respectively.

LakeMalawi



MapofMalawiwithitsborderingcountries

PhysicalGeography

TheGreatRiftValleytraversesthecountryfrom northtosouth.Inthisdeeptroughlies

LakeMalawi(alsocalledLakeNyasa),thethird-largestlakeinAfrica,comprisingabout

25% ofMalawi'sarea.LakeMalawiissometimescalledtheCalendarLakeasitisabout

365miles(587km)long and52miles(84 km)wide.The surfaceofLake Malawiis

locatedat1,500feet(457m)abovesealevel,withamaximum depthof2,300feet(701

m),whichmeansthelakebottom isover700feet(213m)below sealevelatsome

points.TheShireRiverflowsfrom thesouthendofthelakeandjoinstheZambeziRiver

400kilometers(249mi)southinMozambique.Thelandformshighplateauswestofthe

GreatRiftValley,withplateaustypicallyrisingfrom 3,000to4,000feet(914to1,219m)

abovesealevel.TheNyikaUplandsriseupashighas8,000feet(2,438m)inthenorth.

TheareainnorthernandcentralMalawiwestofthelakehasbeenclassifiedaspartof

theCentralZambezianMiomboWoodlandsEcoregionbytheWorldWildlifeFund.South

ofthelakelietheShireHighlands,withanelevationof600–1,600meters(1,969–5,249

ft.),risingtoelevationsof2,130and3,002meters(6,988and9,849ft.)attheZomba

PlateauandMulanjeMassifrespectively.TheKirkRangelieswestoftheShire,andforms

theborderwithMozambique.InitsmiddlestretchbetweenChigaruandChikwawa,the

ShireRiverdropsalmost400m through80km ofgorges,rapids,andcataracts.Inthe

extremesouth,theShireenterstheZambezilowlands,andtheelevationisonly60–90

meters(197–295ft.)abovesealevel.

NationalParks

LakeMalawiNationalPark

ItisanationalparksituatedinMalawi,SouthEastAfrica,atthesouthernendofLake

Malawi.ItisMalawi'sonlynationalparkcreatedwiththepurposeofprotectingfishand



aquatichabitats.Giventhis,LakeMalawiNationalParkhasadecentamountoflandinit,

includingaheadland,theforeshoreandseveralsmallrockyislandsinLakeMalawi.Lake

MalawiNationalParkwaslisted asaUNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984,being of

"significantsignificancefortheconservationofbiodiversityowing,inparticular,tothe

abundance ofitsfish."Thisabundance offish isnoteworthybecause Mbuna,known

locallyascichlidfish,isanexcellentexampleofevolutionatwork.Otherattributesof

theparkincludetheoutstandingnaturalbeautyoftheareawithitscraggylandscape

contrastingwiththeclearwatersofthelake.TheparkincludesmostoftheNankumbu

Peninsula,amountainousheadlandthatprojectsnorthwardsintothelaketerminatingin

CapeMaclear,thesurroundingareasofwater(aquaticzoneofthepropertyextendsfor

just100metresfrom thelakeshoreandcoversjust0.02% ofthelake’stotalarea),

MwenyaHills,NkhudziHills,NkhudziSpit,and13islands:Otter,Domwe,ThumbiWest,

Mumbo,Zimbawe,ThumbiEast,Mpanda,Boadzulu,ChinyankhwaziRock,Chinyamwezi

Rock,Nankoma,Maleri,Nakantenga[2].Thepeninsularisessteeplyfrom theforeshore

totheNkhunguniPeak1,143m (3,750ft)inthewestandtheDzimwePeak963m (3,160

ft)intheeast.Theslopesarecladindenseforests.[3]Therearefew inhabitantsonthe

mountainouspartofthepeninsula,butthereareseveralfishingvillagesonthemore

levelpartsoftheforeshore,thelargestbeingChembe,closetoCapeMaclear.These

villagesareinsidetheparkbutarenotpartofit.

ChildrenplayingattheshoresofLakeMalawi

KasunguNationalPark

ItisaMalawinationalparksituatedwestofKasungu,about175km northofLilongweand

stretchingalongtheZambianborder.KasunguNationalPark,developedin1970,isthe

secondlargestinMalawiatanaverageof2,316km2andsituatedatanaltitudeofabout

1,000m abovesealevel.Itliesabout165km northofLilongweinthecentralregion.



ManyyearsinMarch,duringtherainyseason,theparkisclosed.Theparkismildfrom

Septemberthroughto Mayandcolderfrom Juneto August.A widenumberofbirds

migratetotheparkduringthesummermonths,andbirdwatchingispopularbetween

JuneandSeptember.Theforestconsistsmostlyofwoodlandwithgrassyoutletsofthe

riverMiombo,known locallyasDambos.A varietyofriversflowsthrough the area,

includingtheDwangaandtheLingadziandtheirtributary,theLifupa,whichprovidesan

importanthipposurveyspotintheLifupaLodgearea.Kasunguisknownforitsherdof

elephants although affected by wildfires.Many park-born species include Sable

Antelopes,roan antelopes,kudus,impala and hartebeest,and African Buffaloesand

Zebraplains.Predatorsinclude;hyenasandCapewilddogsinKasunguNationalPark.In

thelate1970s,theSouthAfricancheetahwasconsideredtobeextinct.

ElephantsatLifupadam inkasunguNationalpark

LengweNationalPark

ItisaMalawinationalparknearthetownofChikwawaandsome40milessouthwestof

Blantyre.ForMalawithetopographyofLengweisuniqueandconsistsofopendeciduous

forestsand dense thickets.Thisisthe birthplace ofthe reclusive antelope Nyala.

Lengwe's atmosphere is hot and warm,and rain is the only source of constant

precipitation.Severalman-made waterholes were designed to accommodate and



preservetheanimalpopulation.ThegovernmentrunsthetouristlodgeNyala.Animals

thatinhabitthisparkarethespottedhyena,leopard,warthog,kudu,impala,Samango

monkey,reedbuck,Capebuffaloandsuni,Interestingbirds,particularlyshrikes,rollers,

bee-eatersandtheYellow-spottednicator.LengwewasdevelopedasaGameReserve

in1928toprotectthelargemammalsfoundintheLowerShireValley,especiallythe

antelopeofNyalaanditshabitat.Thissecurityissignificant,sincetheLowerShireValley

isthefarthestnorthwherenyalacannaturallybefound.Atthattime,theprotectedarea

measured520squarekilometers.Later,itwasreducedto120squarekilometersinorder

toprovidelandforagriculture.This120km2iswhatisnow referredtoas"OldLengwe."

Thisdidnotincludetheyear-roundsupplyofwatertotheanimalsthattheShirehad

provided,964and1970,fourartificialwaterholeswerebuiltthroughouttheareaandin

1970,Lengwewasgiventhestatusofanationalpark.

LengweNationalpark

LiwondweNationalPark

LiwondeNationalParkisanationalparkinsouthernMalawineartheMozambiqueborder,

alsoknownastheLiwondeWildlifeReserve.Theparkwasestablishedin1973andhas

been managed since August 2015 by African Parks, a non-profit conservation

organization.AfricanParksalsoinstalledanelectricfencearoundthepark'sperimeterto

helpmitigatetensionbetweenhumansandwildlife.ThenearbyMangochiForestReserve

alsocameunderprotectionofAfricanParksinearly2018,nearlydoublingthesizeofthe

protectedarea.LiwondeNationalPark,andthecontiguousMangochiForestReserve,are

managedbyAfricanParksincollaborationwithlocalcommunitiesrepresentedbythe



UpperShireAssociationfortheConservationofLiwondeNationalPark(USACOL)and31

Village NaturalResources Committees surrounding Liwonde. Liwonde has a 129

kilometre(80mi)perimeter,whichwasunfenceduntilthenonprofitorganizationAfrican

Parksconfirmedplanstoconstructafullyfencedborderin2015,whichhassincebeen

completed.

ElephantherdcrossingaroadinLiwondeNationalpark

NyikaNationalPark

NyikaNationalParkisthelargestnationalparkinMalawi,withasurfaceareaof3200

km2(1250m2).TheparkoccupiesalmostthewholeNyikaPlateauinnorthernMalawi,

roughly480km northofLilongweand60km northofRumphibyroad.Entryisthrougha

singlegravelroadthatbranchesnorthoftheroadfrom Rumphitotheborderpostof

Katumbiandworksitswayupthesouthwesternscarpoftheplateau,continuesoverthe

topwhereitformstheboundarywithZambia,thendescendsthenorthwesternscarpina

sequenceofcurvesandproceedsnorthtotheborderpostofChisenga.Entryisthrough

asinglegravelroadthatbranchesnorthoftheroadfrom Rumphitotheborderpostof

Katumbiandworksitswayupthesouthwesternscarpoftheplateau,continuesoverthe

topwhereitformstheboundarywithZambia,thendescendsthenorthwesternscarpina

sequenceofcurvesandproceedsnorthtotheborderpostofChisenga.Aspuronthe

topoftheplateaugoeseasttoChelinda,thepark'sheadquartersinthecentre.Though



theborderoftheparkfallswithin35km from Livingstonia,thereisnoeasternentry.The

nameNyikameans"wherethewatercomesfrom"astheplateau'selevationmakesit

wetterthansurroundingareas.Othersuggestedmeaningsare"wilderness"and"short

grassland".Thetopisfrequentlyincloud,bothintherainyseasonandinthecolddry

season when dense fogs,called Chiperoni,may persistwellinto the morning and

sometimesallday.Thepersistentmoisturebringsover200typesoforchidintoflower.

ThegrasslandsofNyikaarerichinwildflowersallthroughtheyearbutespeciallyfrom

Januaryto Aprilduringtherains.MostpeopleexperiencetheNyikabystayingonor

drivingovertheplateauitselfbutthisrepresentsonlyaroundonethirdoftheNational

Park.Theescarpmentsandnorthernhillareasdescendtoloweraltitudeandfeaturea

muchdrierlandscapeseasonally.ThisisdominatedbyBrachystegiawoodlandandProtea

scrubattheinterzonebetweenthegrasslandandthewoodlands.Totravelintothese

zonesyouwillneedtobefullyequippedforcampingandtakealocalguidewithyou.It

isveryeasytogetlostandleavingthemarkedroadsisnotrecommendedwithoutlocal

support.

AfromontaneGrasslandatNyikaPlateau,Malawi



Mountains

MulanjeMountain

MountMulanje isanisolated granite massif,covering overathousand square

kilometers.From a distance,it’shard to believe Mulanje isnota range of

Mountains,itseemslongratherthanhigh.Yetitissotallthatitcreatesitsown

climate,and isknown to be unkind,even lethalto those who dare take the

mountainforgranted.Thesummit,thehighestinsouth-centralAfricaat3000m,

iscalledSapitwa,whichissaidtomean“Don’tgothere!”Thewarningchallenges

thedeterminedclimber.Sapitwadoesrequireexperience,thoughoftentesting

enduranceratherthantechnique.Forthelessdedicated,Mulanjeoffersequally

greatrewards.Spectacularviewsacrossteaplantationsto Mozambique,sheer

dropsdowngullieslacedwithwaterfalls;gladesshadedbyforesttreeswhere

purple crested loeriesand sun squirrelsscuttle along the branches;montane

grasslandsdotted with ground orchidsand gladioliand alive with butterflies;

forestsoffragrantMulanje cedartrees.Mulanje Cedar,Widringtonia whytei.

Threatened bylogging in the past,the cedarsmaynotsurvive the nexthalf

century.Inthelate1890’stheofficesoftheCommissionerofBritishCentral

AfricaascolonialMalawiwasthencalled,wereroofedwithbeamsandshinglesof

Mulanjecedar.Visitorscanstillbuybeautifullycarvedtrinketboxesandchestsof

thispale,beautifullyscentedwood.



MulanjeMountain

ZombaMountain

OnlystandontopoftheZombaplateauandlookatthegloriousMulanjeacross

the Phalombe plains,and you'llagree shortly.The bowlofthe peakofthe

mountainisawoodlandpark.Patchesoftropicaltrees,coldstreamsandlush

grasslandsareamongthecrops,andfrom theviewpoints,Malawiisspreadout

likeareliefmap.Hike,huntorsailbuttakeyourphoneandbinoculars.Zomba

Mountain Zomba is aboutan hourfrom Blantyre.The Mtengatenga Postal

Museum isamustforphilatelists,andartloversshouldlookoutforroad-side

stallsselling handmade clay potsand whimsical“mud heads”.Asyou enter

Zomba,thereistheKing’sAfricanRiflesWarMemorial(left),tothemenwho

gavetheirlivesinthetwoWorldWars.

The craftsmenwho specialize incarving chief'schairsare abouthalfanhour

northofZombaatChingale.Eachmadesinglewoodenbasicnatureofthechair

isembellishedwithlowreliefcarvings.ThosearespecialinMalawi.

ZombaMountain



DedzaMountain

About2200DedzaMountainpeaksabovetheGreatRiftValley.A magnificent

viewofLakeMalawicanbeseenfrom thetop.Dedzaisatreatforbird-watchers.

Pocketsofnativemontaneforesthiddeningulliesbetweenrolling grasslands

havearemarkablyrichecosystem.

DedzaMountain

Section3 PoliticsandGovernment

Malawi's politics take place within the framework of a presidentialrepresentative

democratic republic,whereby Malawi'spresidentisboth head ofstate and head of

government,aswellasamultipartysystem.TheGovernmentexercisesexecutivepower.

BoththeGovernmentandtheNationalAssemblyhavethepowertolegislate.Malawi's

CabinetisselectedbyMalawi'sPresident.Judiciaryisseparatefrom theexecutiveand

legislative branches.Since 1994 the Malawigovernmenthasbecome a multi-party

democracy.Malawiwasrankeda"hybriddictatorship"bytheEconomistIntelligenceUnit

in2019.UndertheConstitutionof1995,every5yearsthepresident,whoisbothheadof

stateandheadofgovernment,iselectedbyuniversalautomaticsuffrage.Malawihasa

vicepresident,servingalongwiththepresident.Thepresidenthastherighttonamea

secondvice presidentfrom anothergroup.Italso includesapresidentiallyappointed

cabinet.The membersofthe cabinetofMalawican be drawn from eitherwithinor

outsideofthelegislature.BakiliMuluziwaspresidentfrom 21May1994toMay2004,

having won reelection in 2000 with 51.4% of the vote to leading challenger

Gwandaguluwe Chakuamba's44.3% forthe MCP-AFORD party.In the 2004 election



BinguwaMutharikadefeatedChakuambabyaten-pointmargin.Appointedmembersof

aMalawiCabinetandgovernmentdepartmentsinMalawihelpthePresidentofMalawi

and the new division ofthe Government.Since May 2014 ProfessorArthurPeter

MuntharikaisthenewleaderoftheDemocraticProgressiveParty.

TheNationalAssemblycomprises193members,electedinsingle-seatconstituenciesfor

afive-yearterm.Theconstitutionhasoriginallyprovidedforasecondchamber,80-seat

Senate,butnoactionhasbeentakentocreatetheSenatetodateandtheprovisions

requiringittobecreatedhadbeenremovedin2001.TheSenatewasintendedtoprovide

representationfortraditionalleadersandthedifferentgeographicaldistricts,aswellas

variousspecialinterestgroups,suchaswomen,youth,andthedisabled.

JudicialBranch

Theconstitutionstipulatesanautonomousjudiciary.Malawi'slegalsystem,basedonthe

English model,consistsoflowercourtsofthe magisterium,a superiorcourt,and a

supremecourtofappeal.Until1969,Malawimaintainedalegalsystem basedonthe

colonialmodel,upholding the rulesofEnglish law asamended by Malawilaw.The

hierarchyofcourtsbeganwiththecourtsofMagistratesinthetowns,ascendingtoa

HighCourtandfinallyaSupremeCourtofAppeal.Furthermore,thereareseverallevels

oflocalcourtswithdifferentpowerstoheardisputessuchasdivorcesandothermatters

ofmarriage,heritageandaccesstolandonthebasisoftraditionalcustomarylaw.Such

trials,usinganexpeditedmethod,haveheardminorcriminalcasesstatedintheMalawi

PenalCode.TheywereinferiortotheSupremeCourt,andsubjecttolawsthatensureda

faircourt,includingtherighttolegalcounselandtheabilitytoappealtotheHighCourt.

Upon independence in 1964,Banda,then Prime Minister,and Justice MinisterOrton

Chirwa began to condemn English-speaking values such as the Presumption of

Innocence,theneedtoproveguiltbeyondfairdoubt,andtheobligationtosubstantiate

proof.In1969,theacquittaloffivedefendantsinthefirstChilobwemurderstrialcaused

outragealthough,asanotherindividualwaslaterfoundguiltyofallthesemurdersina

secondtrial,thisangerwasmisplaced.Parliamentaryreactionwashostileandseveral

speakers,includingministers,openlysuggestedthatEuropeanjudgesandtheEuropean-

stylelegalsystem hadmadeitpossibleforclearlyculpabledefendantstoescapethe

punishmenttheydeserved.Inparticular,AlekeBanda,theFinanceMinister,attackedthe

useofdefenseattorneysandthelegalsafeguardsimposedbytheEnglish-LawEvidence

Rules.Banda(whobecamepresidentin1966)saidthatifthejudgehadanyconscience,

he would have to resign and directlyrelate conventionallaw to making punishment

inevitable,arguingthattherewasnoproofofinnocence.Since1970,AmericanCourts

system hasbeenrevamped.ThreeRegionalTraditionalCourtsandaNationalTraditional

CourtofAppealhavebeenformedoverthecurrentnetworkoflower-leveltraditional

courtsandhaveauthorityovernearlyallcriminalcases,includingmurderandtreason,

involvingAfricansofMalawianorigin,using"customary"lawsofproofandprocedure.All

caseswereplacedtoaRegionalTraditionalCourtofAppealratherthantheHighCourt

ofMalawi,ashad been the case priorto 1970.There wasthe High Courtand the

SupremeCourtofAppeal,concernedprimarilywithcivillawcasesoutsidecustomarylaw.

Thoughthesecourtsmaintainedtheirstatutoryauthority,TraditionalCourtsheardthe



vastmajorityoffelonytrialsintrial.TheTraditionalCourtsweretoactincompliance

withAfricanlawandpractice,eventhoughtheyimplementedanoppressive,hierarchical

andpunitiveform ofcustomarylaw inlinewithBanda'sviews.Mostofthejudgeswere

non-legalchiefs,appointed by and vulnerable to Banda'sremoval,and withoutany

judicialfreedom.Defendantswerenotpermittedtoarguetheircaseswithcounsel,have

nocompulsoryrighteithertocallwitnessesortoappeal(thesewereatthediscretionof

thecourtsandtheJusticeMinister).Theywerenotgivenasummaryofthecharges

againstthem beforethetrial,socouldnotprepareadefense.

TheTraditionalCourtsdevelopedareputationduringthe1970sand1980sasbeingused

to punish Banda's politicalrivals and as being corrupt.The politicalabuse ofthe

ConventionalCourtsisexpressedinAlbertMuwalo'shighprofiletrialsin1976,Secretary-

GeneraloftheMalawiCongressPartyandFocusGwede,ChiefoftheSpecialPolice

Department,charged with attempting to assassinate PresidentBanda,and the 1983

convictionofOrtonChirwa,MinisterofJusticebeforethe1964CabinetCrisis,withhis

wife Vera Chirwa.In both cases,unsubstantiated evidence wasadmitted to secure

convictionsand allfourwere sentenced to death onflimsyevidence,although only

Muwalowasultimatelyexecuted

TheoperationofthethreeregionaltraditionalcourtsandoftheNationalTraditional

CourtofAppealwas suspended indefinitely during the transition to democracy in

October1993,whichinpracticeamountedtotheirabolition.Whenthenew Constitution

cameintoeffectonMay18,1994,itrecognisedcustomarylaw asanintegralpartofthe

judicialsystem andtransformedmuchofthelower-levelprovincialtraditionalcourtsinto

thecourtsoftheMagistrates.Italsocalledforanewnetworkoftraditionalcourtsbutno

law waspassedbefore2011tocreatesuchcourts.Tworatesofcustomarylaw courts

wereprovidedforinthe2011legislation:severallocalcourtswereformedineachofthe

27districtsofMalawi,mostlyinruralareas,andoneRegionalAppellateLocalCourtin

eachregional(tohearappellatefrom thelocalcourts).Theremaybemorechallenges

to the Supreme Court,to which allformsofMunicipalCourtsare subordinate.Each

MunicipalCourtandDistrictAppealsAppellateCourtarepresidedbyachairpersonwho

doesnotneed to be alawyerwho hasafairqualificationlevel,Englishliteracyand

sufficientknowledgeofthecustomarylaw andlanguageoftheregioncoveredbythe

court.Complaints have been made that the LocalCourts,now popularly called

TraditionalCourts,arechargingexcessivecourtfeestosettledisputes.

Malawiofficially(2013)hasaSupreme CourtofAppealasitshighestcourt,having

authorityonlyovercasesfrom lowercourts.ItsleadersincludeChiefJusticeandnine

otherJudgesoftheSupremeCourt.TheMalawiHighCourthasfullinitialjurisdictionfor

hearinganddetermininganycivilorcriminalcases.ManycasesintheHighCourtare

heardbeforeasinglejudge,withoutatrial,althoughthreejudgesmusthearcasesin

constitutionalmatters:thereisaChiefJudgeand19otherjudgesintheHighCourt.The

HighCourthasaGeneralDivisionthatcanalsohearlowercourtappealsandaSpecial

Divisionconcernedwithindustrialorbusinesscases.AnotherspecialcourtistheCourtof

IndustrialRelationswhich hasauthority overjob matters.Casesbefore itare heard



informally by a councilcomposed ofa chairperson and one delegate each ofthe

employersand staff,and with certain limitson legalrepresentation.The Magistrate

CourtsandtheDistrictorConventionalCourtsarealsosecondarycourts.Thesehave

definedcriminalandciviljurisdictiondependingontheirlevel,butexpresslyexcluding

casesoftreason,murderormanslaughter

LocalGovernmentandpoliticalParties

Localgovernancetakesplacein28districtswithinthreeregionsgovernedbystateand

districtcommissionsappointedbythecentralgovernment.Localelectionswereheldon

21November2000,the firstofthe multi-party era.In thiselection,the UDF party

secured70percentofseats.ThedistrictsareBalaka,Blantyre,Chikwawa,Chiradzulu,

Dedza,Dowa,Chitipa,karonga,Kasungu,Likoma,Lilongwe,Machinga,Mangochi,Mchinji,

Mulanje,Mwanza,Mzimba,Neno,Nkhata Bay,Nkhotakota,Nsanje,Ntcheu,Ntchisi,

Phalombe,Rumphi,Salima,Thyolo,Zomba.

Malawiisamultipartystate structure (see Malawi'slistofpoliticalparties).In 1964,

Malawistartedasaone-partystate,withtheMCPbeingtheonlypartyuntil1993.Under

ChakufwaChihana'sleadership formed acoalitioncalled the Alliance forDemocracy

(AFORD),callingforanendtoKamuzuBanda'sdictatorship.Despiteofthisinternaland

internationalpressure,Bandadecidedtoholdanationalreferendum in1993inwhichthe

countryvotedtobecomeamulti-partydemocracyThefirstknownoppositionpolitical

partywasAFORD,andlaterotheroppositionpartieswerecreated.In1994,thefirstmulti

-party elections took place in which the UDF gained votes becoming the first

governmentin a multi-party structure in BakiliMuluzi.Malawiisnow a multi-party

countrywith40registeredpartieswithonlyafewpopular.



THECOATOFARMSOFMALAWI



Section4 ReligionandCulture

Around80percentofMalawi'spopulationsareChristians,withthemajorityMuslim.A

few Malawiansstillfollow conservative values.The primarylanguagesofMalawiare

EnglishandChichewa.Englishisunderstoodbyalmostallthepeopleinthecountry.

OnceyouarriveinMalawi,you'llbeacceptedintoAfrica'swarm heartwithahandshake

that'sthestandardgreeting-itcantaketheshapeofavarietyofstylesandyourhand

canbeheldwhenyou'retalkingtoanother.Malawiansarewelcomingpeople,theyare

theirnormalwayofbeingandtheirsinceresmilesarewarmingtheirhearts.Malawian

familieshaveagreatsenseofcommunity,alldutiesandchoresareshared.Themain

foodiswhitemaizeconsumedwithpotatoes,withfishwithbeefrarely.Livesidebyside

familieslookaftereachother,offeringahelpinghandwheneverneeded.Aculturalvisit

involvinga'home-stay'inavillagecanbearrangedjustaboutanywhereandoffersa

wonderfulwaytoexperienceMalawi'straditionaleverydaylife.Malawiansareknownfor

theirartisticskillandcreativitywhenitcomestohandcrafts.Youcanfindawidevariety

ofitemsthatdisplaytraditionalskillshandeddownthroughthegenerationsandalsonew

techniques.There are a numberoftribesin Malawisuch asthe Maravi,Nyanja and

Tumbuka,eachaddingaspecificaspecttotraditionalmasks,dancemovements,music

(drumsandrattles),clothingandalsolanguage.ThemainethnicgroupistheChewa.

Music isstrongly rooted in Malawian culture with inflection from the Yao tribe of

TanzaniainthenorthandtheZuluinSouthAfricaamongstothers.

Someofthelocaldanceswhicharepracticedinthecountryaremanganje,gulewankulu,

chimtali.The chewa being the largestethnic group in the country theirdancing of

gulewankuluandsonginthemostcommoninthecountry.



Chewatraditionaldance(Gulewankulu)


